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I. Love the Lord Your God… How might this text lead me to better 
love God? “We love because He first ;pved us.” (1 Jn 4:19) We can only 
love with all our “heart, soul, mind, and stregnth” the REAL God. 

A.   As you read and reflect on the chapter, how might you describe the 
“REAL” God as He is seen as Father, Son, and Holy Spirt?
1. In verse ________________ He is seen as _____________________
________________________________________________________
2. In verse ________________ He is seen as _____________________
________________________________________________________
3. In verse _______________________________ the love of Jesus is 
seen toward _________________________________________ as He 
________________________________________________________
4. In verse _______________________________ the love of Jesus is 
seen toward _________________________________________ as He 
________________________________________________________
5. How might the above insights challange some of your misconceptions 
of God? “Sadly, I sometimes mistakenly see God as ________________.”

B. Since God is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8): 
The REAL God described above wants to relare to you as you described 
Him above; pause to let Him love you.
1. Father, as you express yourself to me as the God who ____________,   
my heart is moved with _____________________________________
2. Father, as you express yourself to me as the God who ____________,   
my heart is moved with _____________________________________
 
C. Jesus is available to love you like we read of His love in this chapter. 
Pause to express your heart to Him as you see Him in this chapter.
1. Describe how Jesus has loved you in some of the same ways that you 
read of His love in this chapter: “I have experienced the love of Jesus as 
He has __________________________________________________
2. Jesus, as you love me like you loved those in this chapter, my heart is 
touched with _____________________________________________

L-3. Experiencing God as He 
really is through deepened 
intimacy with Him.

Day 1

W-1. Frequently being led by 
the Spirit into deeper love 
for the One who wrote the 
Word.

Day 2

 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.’ 
This is the first and most important command… And the second 
command is like the first: ‘Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’ … All the law and the writings of the prophets depend 
on these two commands.” (Matthew 22:37-40)
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II. Love Your Neighbor… How might this text lead me to better love 
others, both those who follow Jesus and those who don’t know Him?  
“Love one another even as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)
Since we have freely recieved of His love, we are to freely give this 
same love to others; consider again how you see love portrayed in this 
chapter.
A.   Who among your family or friends might you better love? 
1. I could better love________________ especially by _____________

B. Notice again how Jesus expressed love by accepting, forgiving or 
sacrificing? How might Jesus have taken initiative, expressed compassion 
or offered support? How did Jesus share truth and eternal hope?
1. Who in the traffic patterns of your life might benefit from receiving 
the blessing of Christ’s love through you? (who)________could benefit 
from my sharing the love of Jesus by  ___________________________
2. Who in your life could benefit from sharing part of your life story of 
encountering truth and eternal hope? (who)_________________could 
benefit from sharing more about ______________________________
3. Pause now to pray from this person and then yourself as upi impart 
both your life and the gospel. 

III. “As you love yourself ” your significance, value and worth have been 
established by your creator through the gift of His Son. How might this 
text affirm your identity as His “beloved”?
“This is how God showed his love to us: He sent His only Son into the 
world to give us life through Him.” (1 John 4:9)
Celebrate how you have received His love and grace, His forgiveness 
and new life, His calling and kingdom purpose.
A. Re-read the text as His truth being shared just for you.
1. I’m grateful that I have experienced the blessing of verse 
__________ as I _________________________________________
B. Since He is the same yesterday, today, and forever meditate on you 
being “in” the story of thsi chapter; allow Him to love you as you read 
of His love in the chapter.  
1. My heart is touched with gratitude that Jesus __________________
________________________________________________________
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P-5. Ministering His life and 
love to our nearest ones at 
home and with family as well 
as faithful engagement in His 
Body, the Church.

Day 3

M-1. Imparting the gospel 
and one’s very life in daily 
activities and relationships, 
vocation and community.

Day 4

L-4. Rejoicing regularly in 
my identity as “His Beloved.”

Day 5

 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.’ 
This is the first and most important command… And the second 
command is like the first: ‘Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’ … All the law and the writings of the prophets depend 
on these two commands.” (Matthew 22:37-40)
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God wants us to live abundantly “in the present” as His Word 
brings healing to hurt, anger, guilt, fear and condemnation 
– which are heart hindrances to life abundant.  In John 16, 

Jesus—encourages His disciples not to surrender to confusion or doubt 
(John 16:1).
For the benefit of His disciples, He sends the Divine Encourager: “But 
here’s the truth: it’s to your advantage that I go away; for if I don’t go 
away, the Divine Encourager will not be released to you.  But after I 
depart, I will send him to you” (John 16:7). 
God wants to take us from a place of sadness to joy!  Jesus uses a 
powerful metaphor to reinforce this truth: “Just like a woman giving 
birth experiences intense labor pains in delivering her baby, yet after 
the child is born she quickly forgets what she went through because of 
the overwhelming joy of knowing that a new baby has been born into 
the world”( John 16;21).
Jesus goes on to encourage His disciples with these words:  “So will you 
also pass through a time of intense sorrow when I am taken from you, 
but you will see me again!  And then your hearts will burst with joy, 
with no one being able to take it from you!” (John 16:22).
“When they had read it, they rejoiced over its encouragement”  
(Acts 15:31).  Use the words of Scripture to encourage one another. 

 � Within your group, share a Scripture that has come alive in your 
heart to guide and shape your life:  “I remember how I felt insecure 
about my relationship with God until He brought reassurance to my 
heart through 1 John 5:13.” 

 � Pray together with a group member, thanking God for the 
encouragement of His Word: “Thank you, Lord, for helping me to 
experience freedom from fear and to have more overwhelming joy in 
my life.”

John 16

Frequently being led by 
the Spirit into deeper love 
for the One who wrote the 
Word.

W-1

Experience Scripture 

“But here’s the truth: it’s to 
your advantage that I go 
away; for if I don’t go away, 
the Divine Encourager will 
not be released to you. But 
after I depart, I will send 
him to you.” (John 16:7)
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John 16 illustrates the Jesus strategy for relational legacy: belong, 
become and believe.  If we reverse this order, we might face 
challenges to leaving a relational legacy.  First, we might seek to  

    defend the truth more than demonstrate it.  Second, we might try to 
explain more than express. Finally, we might seek to impress others, 
rather than impart life to them.
Let’s consider how we might lead as Jesus led by creating a relational 
legacy.

 � Belonging.  “You will go directly to the Father and ask him for 
anything you desire and he will give it to you, because of your 
relationship with me” (John 16:23).  Jesus invites and includes His 
disciples to do life together—imparting life and love to them.

 � Becoming.  “Until now you’ve not been bold enough to ask the 
Father for a single thing in my name, but now you can ask, and 
keep on asking him!  And you can be sure that you’ll receive what 
you ask for, and your joy will have no limits!” (John 16:24).  Jesus 
models an instinctive, attractive and contagious lifestyle to His 
disciples.

 � Believing.  “Jesus replied, ‘Now you finally believe in me’” (John 
16:31).  The disciples of Jesus believe in Him as the Spirit makes 
Him known. 

Pause and assess how you and your team are leading others in…
 � Belonging to a community of Jesus followers.  Within your group, 

is there freedom to express humility, exercise faith and experience 
intimacy?  How might you advance a culture of belonging?

 � Becoming like Jesus who you follow.  Consider how you might 
advance a culture of becoming a people who are characterized as 
compassionate, vulnerable, humble, grateful and giving first to 
others.

 � Believing in Jesus as the Spirit makes Him known.  Consider how 
you might support a culture of attentive listening to others’ story, 
vulnerably sharing your story and sensitive witness of Jesus’ story.

Then pray together with a partner or small group: “Dear Jesus, help 
us to lead as you led by creating a relational legacy through a process of 
belonging to You, becoming like You and believing in You.”

John 16

Frequently being led by 
the Spirit into deeper love 
for the One who wrote the 
Word.

W-1

Engage Fellowship

“Jesus replied, ‘Now you 
finally believe in me.”  
(John 16:31)
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Hurt is inevitable.  It’s not a matter of if we’re going to be 
hurt, but rather when we are hurt in this life, what are we 
going to do about it?  Hurt can come from many sources:  

circumstances (Illness, accidents); family members (parents, siblings, 
grandparents); friends, teachers, coaches, enemies.
Hurt also takes many forms.  Synonyms for hurt or trouble in this 
world might include:

 � I was disappointed that my teammate didn’t complete his part of 
the project.

 � I felt rejected when my teenager wouldn’t reciprocate affection.
 � I was embarrassed when I tripped and fell with many onlookers.
 � I felt betrayed when my friend spoke against me.
 � I was frustrated when my car wouldn’t start.
 �  felt abandoned when my dad left our family.
 � I felt sad on the anniversary of my mother’s death.

Consider your pain; it’s real; don’t minimize it.  Your pain is important 
to Jesus.  It’s significant that we have a great High Priest who empathizes 
with us, having suffered as we suffer (Hebrews 4:14-16).

 � Rejected in his hometown (Mark 6:2-4).
 � Called demon-possessed by the Pharisees (John 10:20).
 � Rejected by His family (Mark 3:20-21).
 � Insulted by His disciples (Matthew 26:6-9).
 � Disappointed by Philip (John 14:6-9).
 � Offended in the upper room at the last supper (Luke 22:24).
 � Unsupported in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-40).
 � Embarrassed on the cross (John 19:23).
 � Mocked (Luke 23:36).
 � Cursed (Luke 23:39). 

Pause and reflect on Jesus’ suffering.   
 
He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3).  
Allow yourself to fellowship with the sufferings of Jesus (see 
Philippians 3:10).  Express your care:  “Lord, because I love you, it 
makes me sad that you have experienced so much pain.”

John 16

Frequently being led by 
the Spirit into deeper love 
for the One who wrote the 
Word.

W-1

Encounter Jesus

“For in this unbelieving 
world you will experience 
trouble and sorrows, but 
you must be courageous 
for I have conquered the 
world!” (John 16:33)
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