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As he passed inside, the young servant girl guarding the gate took a look
at Peter and said to him, “Arent you one of his disciples?” He denied it,
saying, “No! I'm not!” (John 18:17)
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e might be tempted to judge Peter’s denial of Jesus harshly until the Holy
Spirit shows us ourselves! As we journey through a world that seems filled

with signs of the “latter days” where:

¢ DPeople will be lovers of self, focusing on their own plans, needs, and

desires.

¢ DPeople will be lovers of money, giving priority to what they can acquire.

¢ People will be boastful and arrogant.

¢ DPeople will be unloving, irreconcilable, and prone to gossip.

* Deople will be lovers of pleasure.

¢ There will be only a form of godliness.

¢ DPeople will indulge the flesh.

¢ DPeople will become self-willed.

* People will speak arrogant words.

¢ Deople will be enticed by fleshly lusts and sensuality, and will become

entangled in the world’s defilements.

(See 2 Timothy 3:1-5) and 2 Peter 2:10-18 for reference to these characteristics).

Prayerfully and humbly look at this list again:

¢ Consider the weakness of human flesh as we see in ourselves dimensions of “denial” reminiscent of Peter. Which of
these characteristics might you struggle with? For example, I sometimes struggle with selfishness when faced with
the needs and demands of my family and friends). Which of these symptoms of “denial” might be true for you? I
sometimes struggle with ...

* Now recall the promised certain outcome of Christ’s word to Peter: 7 have prayed for you, that your faith should
not fail, and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren” (Luke 22:32).

¢ Recall now the personal struggle that you noted earlier. Remember the truth of Hebrews 7:25: We have a Great
High Priest who, ‘@lways lives to make intercession for [us].”

e Pause with your partner or small group to meditate on how Jesus is interceding for you. As I reflect on the certainty of

God's Word and that Christ prays for me like he did for Peter, my heart is touched with ...”

Share your response with a partner and celebrate with one another that His Word never fails. Ask God to continue to

bring fresh encounters with His Spirit that would change, restore, and empower you.
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ENCOUNTER JESUS

“Pilate looked at Jesus and said, “What is truth?” (John 18:38)

magine for a moment that you are in that hall with Pilate and his prisoner.

Imagine the words of the governor’s question echoing off the marbled walls

of that great hall. Imagine the expression of Pilate’s face as he poses the
question, scornful at first, then turning serious when the answer does not quickly
come.

Seconds tick by. Still the prisoner and the governor study each other.
Imagine the governor’s thoughts: Who is this Man? Why does He gaze at me
so? And the prisoner’s thoughts: Have I not just told you? I came to bring truth
into the world. Pilate, you are looking at the answer to your own question: I am

the truth (John 14:6).

Pilate was not just discussing the truth in his Jerusalem palace the day he
met Jesus; he was literally looking at it. Truth was standing before him, clothed
in human flesh! Jesus Christ is the very embodiment and essence of absolute
moral and spiritual truth itself. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Moral and spiritual truth isn’t so much a concept as it is a person. It
isn’t so much something we believe as it is someone we relate to. Moral and
spiritual truth has flesh. And, thus, truth is not just conceptual; it is intrinsically
relational. Truth is a person!

To develop God-honoring convictions is to relate intimately to Jesus, the
One who is truth. Each day in our daily walk we have opportunity to reflect the
certainty and hope of His Word as we hold tight to our convictions concerning
truth; the strength to do so, however comes from holding tightly to Jesus the
One who is truth!

Take a few moments to consider in your heart the amazing, incredible,
wonderful truth that we have been brought into a relationship with the One of
whom all these things are true! How does it make you feel to realize that you
have the privilege to know, to love, and to be loved by, such a Savior, such a
friend?

Complete this prayer in your own words:

“Lord Jesus, as I think about the incredible privilege of having a relationship with
You — the Holy One, the All-Powerful One, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the One
who has loved me so sacrificially—my heart is filled with

(For Example: gratitude, love, joy, praise, peace, awe, or wonder.) Thank you
so very much for loving me and giving me your Word that I might know and follow
you. In your name I pray, Amen.”
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EXPERIENCE SCRIPTURE

He said this to fulfill the prophecy he had spoken, “Father, not one of
those you have given me has been lost.”(John 18:9)

e said this to fulfill the prophecy he had spoken, “Father, not one of those
you have given me has been lost.” (John 18:9).

As certain as this declaration, so is it with every promise of God. As certain as
God’s faithfulness to this remnant of Jesus followers, so is our security in His
promised abundance. “As many as are the promises of God, in Him they are Yes...”
(2 Corinthians 1:20).

Pause now with a partner or in your small group to give thanks for the
certainty of His Word; though every man be found a liar, God remains faithful
to fulfill His Word. Thank Him for the certainty of His Word and for the
John 10:10 promise of life’s abundance as declared by the Son: “7 came to give
you everything in abundance, more than you expect—life in its fullness until you
overflow!” (John 10:10).

“Father God, with grateful heart I cling to your promises for direction in
life. Hearing Christ’s promise of abundant life gives security and hope. Open
the eyes of my heart to see your plans for prospering in whatsoever I do as I walk
in the light of your Word.” (Ps 119:105)
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